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INDUSTRIAL NOTES 
The War Department is to distribute more than 12,000,000 

lbs. of picric acid to farmers for agricultural purposes. This 
surplus stock, accumulated for war purposes, is located a t  Sparta, 
Wis., and Wingate, N. M., and will be distributed through the 
Bureau of Public Roads of the Department of Agriculture, the 
only cost to farmers being freight charges and six cents a pound 
for placing the powder in the necessary cartridges. 

Stanislaws C. Papp, inventor of an alleged process of making 
a substitute for gasoline from the fermented product of corn- 
stalks and sugarcane, was sentenced on July 19, 1921, to from 
two and a half to five years in Sing Sing. Papp, who was also 
known as Professor F. John Chassler, was the head of the Fermo- 
gas Co., a million dollar stock company organized to develop 
the invention. During the war he succeeded in interesting the 
Government in his scheme, and army officers inspected his plant. 
It was alleged at  the trial that cornstalk automotive liquid ran 
an engine only because alcohol had been added to the fermenting 
mass of cornstalks and water. 

The plant of the Warner-Quinlan Asphalt Company at  Linden, 
N. J., was seriously damaged by fire on July 19 and 20. The 
destruction involved eighteen asphalt tanks, thirty-three oil 
tanks, twelve gasoline tanks, sixteen stills, and practically all 
the buildings, including the administrative offices, the power 
house, the research laboratories, and the tool shop, as well as 
the dock at  the water’s edge, six tank cars, and half a mile of 
railroad track. There remain six or seven comparatively small 
gasoline tanks which were saved after they had already 
kindled, and two small brick buildings. The loss is estimated 
a t  $3,500,000. 

The “Compagnie Nationale de Matieres Colorantes” of Paris 
is to increase its capital from 1,000,000 to 79,000,000 fr. At- 
tempts are now being made to standardize the names of dyes in 
France. The Union for the Development of the Dye Industry 
n France has with the assistance of the associated manufacturers 

issued its official register of dyes containing precise designations 
for about 260 dyes now placed upon the market. 

Construction has been started on a sugar experiment station 
a t  Prague, Czechoslovakia, which is to be the most elaborate 
and up-to-date in Europe. Czechoslovakia is now producing 
700,000 tons of sugar a year, and it is believed that 1,000,000 tons 
will soon be produced. The experiment station, which is a 
large factor in the plans for the development of the sugar industry, 
has been under consideration for several years. 

The Home Grown Sugar Co., Ltd., of London, is to receive 
a second grant of .€125,000 from the British government, pro- 
vided it can itself raise 575,000. Last year the government 
allotted ~5250,000. 

The plant of the Norvell Chemical Co., a t  Perth Amboy, 
N. J., was practically destroyed by fire on July 26. No estimate 
of the damage has been made. 

The first conference of the complete Pharmacopeia1 Committee 
of Revision was held July 1 and 2, 1921, at  Philadelphia, Pa. 
The first day was devoted to subcommittee conferences, and 
a t  the close of the day all subcommittees reported their current 
problems settled or decided as far as possible. The following 
day was devoted to a meeting of the General Committee. A 
committee was appointed to take up the recommendation of 
the Pharmacopeia1 Convention that a conference on international 
standards be called before the completion of the Tenth Revision 
of the U. S. P. An announcement was made of the authorization 
by the Board of Trustees of the use of the U. S. P. I X  text for 
translation into Chinese. It is expected that this will be accepted 
by Chinese government officials and become the Pharmacopeia 
of China, First Edition. It was also announced that individual 
work on pharmacopeia1 problems could by special permission 
be released for publication. A conference was held with the  
Prohibition Commissioner in regard to the proposed cooperation 
between the Department and the Committee of Revision on 
all questions in which pharmacopeia1 alcoholic preparations are 
involved. 

Messrs. M. R. Lamkey and Thomas F. Mains, plant physiolo- 
gists of the State Agricultural Experiment Station, Newark, 
Del., after an inspection of property a t  South Wilmington held 
to have been damaged by fumes from the plant of the Pyrites 
Co., Ltd., have formally reported to the City Council of Wilming- 
ton that there is no absolute evidence that the damage was done 
by fumes or smoke from this plant, and that it was probably 
due to severe frosts in the early spring. Referring to the delay 
of a month before the investigation, because of failure to call 
on the station chemists, the report states that many natural 
conditions can produce injuries so nearly similar to fumes or 
smoke injury that no investigation can distinguish the two 
after an exposure of several days to weather conditions; that 
the injuries must be seen as they are produced, and the conditions 
under which they are produced must be known before a con- 
clusive statement can be made. 

The American Zeolite Co., of Paterson, N. J., manufacturers 
of a chemical extensively used by silk dyeing concerns for the 
softening of water, has procured from Chancery Court an order 
restraining its former chemist and superintendent, Oswin W. 
Wilcox, from divulging the secret process by which the Product 
is manufactured. The company alleged that Wilcox, in spite 
of having signed a contract not to reveal the process in question, 
had entered into negotiations with other concerns with the view 
of manufacturing a similar product through the use of the 
American Zeolite Company’s secret process. 

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
BY NELLIE A. PARKKNSON, Bureau of Chemistry, Washington, D. C.  

NOTICE-Publications for which price is indicated can be 
purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D. C .  Other publications can 
usually be supplied from the Bureau or Department from which 
they originate. Commerce Reports are received by all large 
libraries and may be consulted there, or single numbers can be 
secured by application to the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce, Department of Commerce, Washington. The regular 
subscription rate for these Commerce Reports mailed daily is 
$2.50 per year, payable in advance, to the Superintendent of 
Documents. 

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
F Memoirs of Natjonal Academy of Sciences. 1920. Volume 
16, 3rd memoir, 418 pp. Paper, 65 cents. Part V. Recalcula- 
tion of Atomic Weights with Bibliography. F. W. CLARKE. 
4th edition, revised and enlarged. 

TARIFF COMMISSION 

TaM Information Surveys. Revised edition. 1921. (First 
edition was issued by Ways and Means Committee.) 
B-2. On articles in Paragraphs 73 and 74 of tariff act of 1913 and related 

B-3. 

B-4. 

B-7. 

B-8. 

c-1.  

FL-1. 

FL-2. 

FL-5. 

FL-7. 

FL-8. 

FL-17. 

articles in other paragraphs. Lime, gypsum, and cements. 51 
pp. Paper, 5c. 

On articles in Paragraph 75 of tariff act of 1913 and related articles 
in other paragraphs. Abrasive materials. 46 pp. Paper, 5c. 

On articles in Paragraph 76 of tariff act of 1913 and related articles 
in other paragraphs. Clays and earths. 63 pp. Paper, 5c. 

On articles in Paragraph 81 of tariff act of 1913 and related articles 
in other paragraphs, Manufactured earthy and mineral sub- 
stances. 6 pp. Paper, 5-2. 

On articles in Paragraphs 81 and 82 of tariff act of 1913 and related 
articles in other paragraphs. Carbon products. 30 pp. Paper, 
5c. 

On articlcs in Paragraph 102 of tariff act of 1913 and related articles 
in other paragraphs. Ferroalloy industries. 160 pp. Paper, 15c. 

On articles in Paragraph 387 OC tariff act of 1913 and related articles 
in other paragraphs, Acids exempt fromduty. 38 pp. Paper, 5c. 

On articles in Paragraphs 388-390 of tariff act of 1913 and related 
articles in other paragraphs, Drugs exempt from duty. 94 pp. 
Paper, 1Oc. 

On articles in Paragraphs 399-402 of tariff act of 1913 and related 
articles in other paragraphs. Fertilizer, raw materials exempt 
from duty. 42 pp. Paper, 5c. 

On articles in Paragraphs 409-417 of tariff act of 1913 and related 
t articles in other paragraphs Petroleum oils, asphalt and bitu- 

men, waxes, vegetable and mineral. 37 pp, Paper, 5c. 
On articles in Paragraphs 418-428 of tariff act of 1913 and related 

articles in other paragraphs. Bismuth, etc. 34 pp. Paper, 5c. 
On articles in Paragraph 500 of tariff act of 1913 and related articles 

in other paragraphs. Copals, shellac, and other varzish gums, 

~ 


